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IN the spring "of 1920, Spain.-, decided to follow the
example of France and form her own Foreign Legion.
The task of .. organisation was entrusted to
Lieutenant-Colonel Jose Millan Astray. One of the
first actions of the new commander was to offer to
Franco, whose qualities he already knew,-, the post
of second-in-command. Franco accepted without
hesitation.
The new commander differed considerably from
Franco's first chief, Berenguer. For* whereas
Franco had been able to admire Berenguer's
scientific methods, and strategic brilliance, he found
in Astray a man with whom he had even-thing in
common. Astray was a soldier of the old school.
Persona! courage was Ms ultimate criterion, and
while he too could respect the methods of Berengner,
who now held the High Command in Morocco, Ms
own approach to the problems of war was that of
a fiery preacher rather than of a calculating professor.
Moreover the new troops with which. Franco had
to deal were of very different material from the
Regnlares. They were Legionnaires, and in that
very name lay the secret of their potential strength.
Himself an easy victim to the emotional romanticism